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The currently projected national shortage

              

Total shortage: up to 86,000 physicians

Primary care shortage: up to 40,400 
physicians
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Geographic distribution at the national level

Source: US Bureau of the Census. 2020 Census Demographic Data Map Viewer. Persons per square mile by county, 2020.

https://maps.geo.census.gov/ddmv/map.html


Geographic distribution at the state level

Source: US Bureau of the Census. Exploring Rural America through the lens of the 2010 Census urban delineation.. Rural America.

https://mtgis-portal.geo.census.gov/arcgis/apps/storymaps/collections/189aa1dbd64c4c81b3b4a2b71124f6c6?item=1
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The underlying causes of the shortage

Supply

Demand



Evidence of the shortage: we are waiting longer
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Average wait time for appointment - in days

Source: AMN Healthcare 2025 Survey of Physician Appointment Wait Times : https://online.flippingbook.com/view/83050962/ (selected specialties).

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/83050962/


U.S. Population Drives Demand
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Projected US Population 65+, 2025-2055
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Source: US Bureau of the Census, National Population Projections, Table 2, Projected Population by Age Group and Sex. 2023 National Population Projections Tables: Main Series. 

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2023/demo/popproj/2023-summary-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2023/demo/popproj/2023-summary-tables.html
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Physicians practicing in the US, 2005-2023

Source: AAMC analysis of AMA PPD.

Number of physicians in the US has grown steadily



Medical school enrollment has risen steadily
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Source: AAMC FACTS Data; AACOM Application Services.



Graduate Medical Education is the bottleneck
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Source: ACGME Data Resource Books; AAMC estimates of entrants to AOA residencies, 2002-2019.



Production of new physicians already not keeping 
pace with aging population

+ 53%

Sources: ACGME Data Resource Books; AAMC estimates of entrants to AOA residencies, 2002-2019; Source: US Bureau of the Census, National Population Projections, Table 2, Projected Population by Age Group 
and Sex. 2023 National Population Projections Tables: Main Series; National Intercensal Tables: 2000-2010. National Intercensal Tables: 2000-2010.

Residents 
entering GME

Population 65+ years + 73%Fr
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https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2023/demo/popproj/2023-summary-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2023/demo/popproj/2023-summary-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/intercensal-2000-2010-national.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/intercensal-2000-2010-national.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/intercensal-2000-2010-national.html
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The physician 
shortage in 
Oklahoma

You need more GME

You need more GME 
across specialties

You need retention, too



The relationship between where GME happens and 
where physicians work

Source: AAMC US Physician Workforce Data Dashboard, https://www.aamc.org/data-reports/report/us-physician-workforce-data-dashboard.



Layers to the relationship between where physicians 
train and where they work

Source: AAMC US Physician Workforce Data Dashboard, https://www.aamc.org/data-reports/report/us-physician-workforce-data-dashboard.
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Conclusion

Extra production will help

Strategic, homegrown production will 
help the most
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