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Formerly called the Humane Society 

of the United States and 

Humane Society International

Cynthia Armstrong

Oklahoma Senior State Director, Humane World for Animals

Pound seizure in Oklahoma 

and across the U.S.



5

Agenda

• What is pound seizure?

• Key dates 

• Pound seizure nationally

• Pound seizure in Oklahoma

• Issues with the practice

• Where do we go from here?
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Pound seizure

• Pound seizure is the practice of laboratories 

obtaining dogs and cats from animal shelters for 

use in research, testing, and education, which can 

involve painful or long-term experiments.

• Some laws require or allow publicly funded animal 

shelters (historically called pounds) to release or 

sell animals to individuals or institutions that would 

use them in experimentation. There are also state 

laws that prohibit these actions.

Rachel Stern/Humane World for Animals
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• 2014: NIH no longer allowed the use of grant 

funds (beginning fiscal year 2015) to purchase 

dogs from Class B dealers for NIH-supported 

research.

• Since 2016: The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has not been allowed to use 

funds to license random-source Class B dealers 

since 2016.

• 2023: USDA was permanently prevented from 

issuing licenses to this type of dealer.

• 2009: A study by the National Academies of 

Sciences concluded cats and dogs acquired 

from Class B dealers (those that acquire 

animals from random sources, such as 

shelters, as opposed to Class A breeders that 
purpose-breed for research) not necessary for 

National Institutes of Health (NIH)-funded 

research.

• 2012: NIH no longer allowed the use of grant 

funds (beginning fiscal year 2013) to purchase 
cats from Class B dealers for NIH-supported 

research.

Key dates
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Pound seizure in the US

• Eighteen states (California, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, 

Maryland,  Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont, Virgina, and West 

Virginia) and the District of Columbia have laws that ban pound seizure.

• Laws in other states may allow pound seizure, but do not require it. Ordinances 

in these states may still ban the practice in certain localities.

• Some states have no law on the matter at all.
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Pound seizure in Oklahoma

• Pound seizure is mandated (4 Okl. St. Ann. § 391 – 402) in Oklahoma, meaning 

that if a research facility requests dogs and cats from a municipal shelter, the 

shelter must provide them.

• Oklahoma is the only state in the country with this requirement.

• Dogs must be held for at least 15 days without a license and 30 days with a 
license.

• There is no specified holding period for cats.

• The law allows for local ordinances to prohibit the practice in their jurisdictions 

or set an amount of days for the holding period different from state law.
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Federal agencies are committed to 

moving away from animal testing 

Multiple announcements to transition to 

better science have been in 2025 and 

2026. Below are just a few examples.

EPA

End mammalian animal testing by 2035

Updated its list of non-animal methods 

for use by companies and streamlined 

process for allowing companies to 

submit new alternative methods for 

consideration

FDA

Phase out certain animal tests in the 

next 3-5 years

NIH

New office created to prioritize human-

relevant methods

$150 million investment in non-animal 

technologies

Why pound seizure 

is mostly a practice 

of the past

• Does not align with federal policies

• Violates the public’s trust in animal shelters

• Can result in people choosing to abandon 

animals rather than surrender them to shelters

• Contradicts advancements in science and 

education
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Where do we go from here?

• Oklahoma’s pound seizure law should be repealed.

• Implementing a statewide prohibition on pound seizure would best ensure that it 

will not occur and would bring the state in line with many others that have 

already done so. 

• Practices that actually benefit animals would still be able to continue, such as 
animals being used in spay and neuter programs at veterinary schools.

• Oklahoma should align itself with other states that have passed similar bans, 

federal policy and the direction of scientific progress.
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Thank you

For more information, please contact:

Cynthia Armstrong

Oklahoma Senior State Director, Humane 

World for Animals

carmstrong@humaneworld.org 

Shelby LaVigna/Humane World for Animals

mailto:carmstrong@humaneworld.org


Licensing of Institutions to Procure Live Dogs 
and Cats from Municipal Animal Shelters

Teena Gunter, Esq., General Counsel,
Oklahoma Department of

Agriculture, Food, and Forestry 
Phone: 405.522.5770

Email: teena.gunter@ag.ok.gov



Pound Seizure and its Effect on 
Urban Municipal Animal Shelters

Sherri Carrier, Director
Tulsa Animal Services

Phone: 918.596.8010
Email: sherricarrier@cityoftulsa.org



Pound Seizure and its Effect on 
Rural Municipal Animal Shelters

Christopher Hurley, Director
City of Pauls Valley Animal Welfare

Phone: 405.238.1303
Email: animalshelter@cityofpaulsvalley.com







































Solutions to Address Pound Seizure in Oklahoma; 
Case Study: Freedom Fields

Shannon Keith, Esq.,
President and Founder,
Beagle Freedom Project

Phone: 818.382.6500
Email: shannon@bfp.org



REPEAL 
OKLAHOMA'S 
MANDATORY POUND 
SEIZURE LAW



Oklahoma law requires publ ic animal 

shelters to surrender animals to

licensed research faci lit ies upon

request — a practice known as

mandatory pound seizure. Animals

who enter shelters seeking adoption

or reunion with their families may

instead be transferred to laboratories

for experimentation.

This pol icy undermines publ ic trust in 

shelters, discourages adoption, and

puts vulnerable animals at risk.

Pound Seizure Harms 
Animals & People

THE PROBLEM

THE PROBLEM





Oklahoma is 

the last state 

to mandate 

this practice.



Mandatory Transfer

Mandatory Transfer
Oklahoma law current ly requi res shelters to
surrender unc la imed animals to licensed
research faci lit ies upon request.

No Opt-Out for Shelters
Local shelters and municipa l pounds have no legal 

authori ty to refuse pound seizure requests , even

when adopt ion placements are available.

Animals at Risk
Animals that could be adopt ed into lov ing homes or

reunited w i th thei r fami lies are instead trans ferred to

research labs,  under min ing public t rus t and shel ter

adopt ion rates.

Community Impact
Families who surrender pets expect ing humane

outcomes are misled. Communi ties lose conf idence

in thei r local animal shelters and adopt ion programs.



Animals in research facilities rarely 
make it out alive.

Dogs and cats are routinely used in 
cardiovascular and toxicology testing 
that result in death.

ANIMAL TESTING

ANIMAL TESTING



ANIMAL TESTING IN OKLAHOMA

ANIMAL TESTING IN 
OKLAHOMA

DOGS & CATS

There are four reported facilities that use 

dogs and cats in Oklahoma.

Of those facilities, the last annual reports 

stated there were

365 dogs and 106 cats being used.

One of them received a non-

compliance inspection report in 2024 

for not administering appropriate pain 

medication to dogs during painful 

procedures.



MUNICIPAL SHELTERS PARTICIPATE IN POUND SEIZURE?

39 MUNICIPAL SHELTERS

ACROSS 27 COUNTIES IN 

OKLAHOMA WERE CONTACTED.

OF ALL 39 SHELTERS, NONE OF THEM 

PARTICIPATE IN POUND SEIZURE.

EVIDENCE BASED ON PUBLIC 

RECORDS REQUEST RESPONSES.

OUR RESEARCH

OUR 

RESEARCH



SHELTER WORKERS WANT TO HELP AND PROTECT ANIMALS IN THEIR CARE

SHELTER WORKERS WANT 
TO HELP AND PROTECT 
ANIMALS IN THEIR CARE





A BETTER WAY

A BETTER WAY

PROTECT SHELTER 
ANIMALS.

END POUND SEIZURE. 

JOIN THE OTHER 18
STATES THAT HAVE
BANNED IT.

Proposed: End pound seizure by 

repealing Oklahoma Statute 

Title 4 , §§ 391–4 0 2 in its 

entirety.



Beagle Freedom Project video “Freedom Fields”

https://youtu.be/-ro8sFMHR2w

IS 2026-72, Senator Nikki Nice
Oklahoma Senate, Local and County Government

Wednesday, September 9, 2026

https://youtu.be/-ro8sFMHR2w
https://youtu.be/-ro8sFMHR2w
https://youtu.be/-ro8sFMHR2w


Brendan Hoover, 405.820.6408 

brendan@kirkpatrickpolicygroup.org

Inger Giuffrida, 405.819.7039

inger.giuffrida@gmail.com

Questions? Feedback?
Need more information?
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