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The Federal Sentencing Process

50% 50%

● Start with the base offense level - 20 for 
Robbery

● Go through the Specific Offense 
Characteristics and add points as necessary

● Taking into consideration provided definitions 
and guidelines in the provided commentary.

● Attorneys argue about each step of the 
process. 
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The Federal Process - Adjustments

● Add or subtract points based on relevant 
adjustments

● Categories include:
○ Victim-Related 
○ Role in the Offense
○ Obstruction and Related
○ Multiple Counts
○ Acceptance of Responsibility 
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The Federal Matrix - Criminal History
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The Federal System - Departures
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The New State System
Level Crime Examples

Y = Murder
A1 = Kidnapping
A2 = Robbery
A3 = Shooting w/ Intent to Kill
B1 = Discharging Firearm into Building
B2 = 2nd Degree Arson
B3 = 1st Degree Forgery
B4 = Poss. of Firearm by Felon
B5 = Stalking
B6 = Assault and Battery on a State Employee
C1 = Obtaining CDS through Fraud
C2 = Bogus Check over $15,000
D1 = Perjury
D2 = Attempted Escape from Penitentiary
D3 = Larceny
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Key Differences
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Crimes Compared

Crime Citation Median Sentence or 

Range

Trafficking §§2D1.1 82 months (6.8 years)

Trafficking 63 OK Stat § 2-415 0 - 20 years

Crime Citation Median Sentence or 

Range

Robbery §§23B.1 110 months (9.2 

years)

Robbery 21 OK Stat § 798 0-10 years; 10 years 

to LIFE

Crime Citation Median Sentence or 

Range

Burglary §§2B2.1 59 months (4.9 years)

Burglary 21 OK Stat § 1436 0 - 7 years; 7 -20 

years

Crime Citation Median Sentence or 

Range

Forgery §§2B5.1 15 months (1.2 years)

Forgery 21 OK Stat § 1621 0 - 2 years; 7 -20 

years
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Thank you!
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