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Our Mission

Housing Forward exists to 

deliver bold, innovative, 

practical solutions that expand 

access to housing across 

Oklahoma.



Our Work

Research and 
Data

Policy and 
Advocacy

Experts in 
Development



State of Housing in Oklahoma

29%

34%

15%

22%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

1-person 2-persons 3-persons 4+ persons

Share of Oklahoma Households
by Household Size

1 in every 3 households in 
Oklahoma are housing 

cost-burdened

Source: American Community Survey, Tables S2503 and S2501, 2023 1-year estimates
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State Housing Legislation Since 2022

Source: www.esri.com/en-us/industries/blog/articles/state-legislation-reshaping-housing

Passed Statewide Legislation 



Land Construction Market Affordability

• Overly Restrictive Building Code
• Lack of Sufficient Infrastructure
• Prolonged Permitting Process

• Median List Price has 
increased 41% in 10 
years to $305,000

• Rising Insurance Costs
• Wage Stagnation

• Re-legalize Single Stair
• Create Pathways to Produce 

Missing-Middle Housing
• Invest in infrastructure that 

unlocks buildable land
• Increase Opportunities for 

Administrative Approval in 
Permitting

• Strategic Incentives for 
Housing Production 
and Preservation 

• Property Tax Exemption 
for Nonprofit 
Owners/Developers

• Targeted Housing 
Support

• Minimum Lot Size
• Parking Minimums
• Overly Restrictive 

Zoning Code

• Eliminate Minimum Lot 
Size for Large Metros

• Expand Opportunities 
for Residential 
Development in 
Commercially Zoned 
Areas
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Housing Affordability Equation



Single-Stair Legislation 

⟩ Current Oklahoma law:
⟩ Any residential building over 3 

stories tall, each unit is required 
to have access to two 
stairwells. 

⟩ Unlike “Home Rule” or blended 
states, “Dillon Rule” preempts 
any municipality in Oklahoma 
from adopting a less stringent 
regulation than state code.

⟩ Texas SB 2835 and Montana 
SB 213 allow for single-stair 
buildings as long as:
⟩ No more than 6 stories

⟩ No more than 4 units per floor

⟩ The building is equipped with 
an automatic sprinkler system

⟩ Each unit has at least one 
window or emergency exit 
provision
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Small Single-Stairway Apartment 
Buildings Have Strong Safety Record

⟩ Pew Research found that modern single-stair buildings were as 
safe as residential buildings of other types. 

⟩ Potential to reduce construction costs by 6-13%.

⟩ The additional stairway and corridor consume around 7% of the 
building’s floor area. The second stairway adds significant 
cost, which can mean the difference between a project being 
financially feasible or not.

www.housingforwardok.org

Source: Small Single-Stairway Apartment Buildings Have Strong Safety Record | The Pew Charitable Trusts



Single-Stair Legislation 
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Targeted Infrastructure 
Investment
Utah created a State Infrastructure Bank (SIB) 
Loan Fund that allows for public entities to 
apply for low interest loans from the State to 
fund infrastructure projects

www.housingforwardok.org

















Tyler Parette

tparette@housingforwardok.org
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