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Overview of this study.  

• Highlight the purpose: examining 

effective strategies to address cold cases 

in Oklahoma. 

• Emphasize the importance of learning 

from other states, including Georgia, and 

exploring funding and collaboration 

opportunities. 



IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
COLEMAN-BAKER ACT FOR 
THE OK STATE FAIR 
MURDERS
Presenter: Dorian























State of Oklahoma

vs.

Anthony Joseph Palma

CF-2015-7933

Presenter: Jimmy Harmon 
Chief of Criminal Justice Division at the 

Attorney General’s office 



OSBI COLD CASE UNIT
Lt Jenny Virden

Special Agent Francia Thompson

Special Agent Jim Skelton

Special Agent Tammy Ferrari

Investigative Analyst Terri Crawford



Mission Statement

To speak for those who cannot speak for 
themselves by seeking answers and justice for 

victims and their families. 



COLD CASE UNIT
• Unit started Nov. 1, 2018

• Current CCU cases



DUTIES

AGENTS:

• Interview suspects & witnesses

• Locate evidence

• Establish chain of custody

• Coordinate with Prosecutors

ANALYST:

• Assemble case information, lab 
reports and completes a work up 
on all parties involved in the 
case… living or dead

CRIMINALISTS:

• Conduct additional analysis

• Coordinate with other labs

• Assist in the evaluation of a case 
and its solvability





KEYS TO SUCCESS

D e d i c at e d  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  r e s o u r c e s

T i m e  t o  i m me r se  i n t o  c a s e

A c t i o n ab l e  l e a d s  b y  C r i m i n a l i s t s

E x c e l l e n t  c o m mu n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  I n v e st i g at i v e  a n d  

C r i m i n a l i s t  p e r s o n n e l

S u p p o r t  o f  c o m man d  s t a f f

P r e v i o u s  r e v i e w o f  c a s e s  m e a n t  e v i d e n c e  w a s  l o c a t e d  a n d  

r e a d y  t o  b e  t e s t e d .  

P a r t i c i p at i o n  i n  V i C A P



CHALLENGES

• Lost or degraded evidence

• Chain of custody

• Witness memory / dementia

• Suspects or witness deceased

• Jurisdiction issues 

• Statute of limitations on non-homicides



SOLVING COLD CASES



BRIEFINGS
• Cold Case briefings once a month

• Can do one on one reviews with CCU



EVIDENCE EXAMINATION

• Cold Case Briefings to present the case

• Discuss case with OSBI Criminalists

• Determine what evidence can be examined / 
re-examined by the OSBI Laboratory

• New Technology (Firearms, DNA, Latent 
Prints, Trace, etc)



WHAT OSBI CAN DO FOR REQUESTING AGENCIES

• Identify a cold case to present

• Case evaluation & staffing 

• We will work side by side with you

• Help with locating and submitting 
of evidence

• Locate and decipher OSBI reports

• Investigative and forensic 
resources



FORENSIC RESOURCES



Improved Technology



FORENSIC GENETIC GENEALOGY SEARCHING (FGGS)

• Unsolved violent crime cases

• Unidentified remains



FORENSIC GENETIC GENEALOGY SEARCHING (FGGS)



Forensic Genetic Genealogy

• 1994 Serial rapist - Muskogee County

• 1992 Rapist - Oklahoma County

• 1995 Female skull and torso - Caddo County

• 1993 Male infant - Hugo County

• 1995 Male and female - Pittsburg County

• 2008 Female - Cleveland County

• 1987- Female- Garvin County

IDENTIFIED



Missing and Unidentified Persons

• Francine’s Law
• Have to enter missing person within 30 days into NamUs
• No waiting period to report
• Collect and obtain Biometric Data
• Obtain DNA samples 
• Fingerprint submission 
• Mandatory training

• NamUs
• Unidentified Persons
• Missing Persons
• Unclaimed Persons

• Data and information that can be entered
• Family reference samples DNA
• Victim DNA, Fingerprints, Dental records, medical records
• Investigative information

https://namus.nij.ojp.gov



Missing and Unidentified Human Remains (MUHR) Grant



Cold Case Playing Cards



Cold Cases Website

https://oklahoma.gov/osbi/services/investigative-services-division/cold-case-
files/cold-cases.html



RESOLVED

• Solved cases since November 2018

• Cold cases

• Unidentified 

• Numerous leads generated through Forensic 
Genetic Genealogy 



QUESTIONS?

Main Number: 405-848-6724

E-mail: cold.case@osbi.ok.gov



Q&A

Next Steps 
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