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The role of firearms in U.S. suicides

• More than half of suicides in the United States involve a firearm

• Among U.S. Veterans, 74% of suicides were by firearm 



Lethal Means Safety saves lives

3

Range of options for making firearms and 
other lethal means less accessible



We need trusted, credible messengers to talk about 
Lethal Means Safety and out-of-home storage

• Healthcare providers are traditional messengers

• Problems with this approach:

• Mistrust 

• Interventions only within healthcare settings are missing the audience

• Credible messengers include other firearm owners, 
military Veterans, & firearms professionals (e.g., Federal 
Firearm Licensees/FFLs)

• FFLs are most trusted location for voluntary out-of-home 
storage

*Pallin et al., 2019; Simonetti et al., 2020; Crifasi et al., 2018; Anestis, Bond, et al., 2021



The Armory Project  

MISSION: empower firearm owners with practical 
options for responsible firearm storage; provide 
education, training, and resources for firearm retailers 
and other partners to lead suicide prevention efforts 

PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH TO SUICIDE PREVENTION
Reduce firearm suicides by facilitating secure in-home 
and temporary out-of-home firearm storage while 
fostering a culture of responsible gun ownership and 
mental wellness



The Armory Project: Partnering with Firearm 
Retailers (FFLs)  



Key Elements of TAP 

TAP Partner

Toolkit/FAQs

Marketing 
Materials

Suicide 
Prevention 
Training + 

Resources

Monthly 
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Practice Calls

Regular Check-
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Template 
Storage 

Agreement



Partners

48

Staff Trained

200+

Materials Distributed

20,000+

Firearms Stored

1,000+

Individuals Helped

100+

TAP Activities Between October 2021 and August 2025

Louisiana 
2021

Arkansas 
2023

Kansas, Florida, Arizona 
2025



Impacts and outcomes 

“My attitude has changed, and I use 
these conversations as an example to 
my employees.” (owner)



Firearm retail 
staff sharing 
resources with 
customers 



TAP training highlights 988 resource 



2022 Louisiana legislation addressed 
retailers’ concerns about potential liability 

• Bi-partisan legislation 
HB260 (la.gov)

• Veterans and retailer 
testified in support 

• Passed unanimously in LA 
State House and Senate, 
signed by Governor Aug 
2022

• First legislation to define 
FFL (Federal Firearm 
Licensee) and temporary 
hold

Immunity from civil liability 
• (except in case of unlawful conduct by FFL)

Since then, laws modeled on Louisiana have 
passed in Montana, Arkansas, Nevada & 
Alabama 

In anticipation of expansion, TAP is providing 
technical assistance and expert testimony to 
other states 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=22RS&b=HB260


Getting the word out and addressing concerns  

• TAP has downloadable provider 
and patient cards on our website: 
www.armoryproject.org  under 
“TAP materials” 
https://www.armoryproject.org/p
rogram#toolkit

• We also provide answers to 
frequently asked questions from 
firearm owners

http://www.armoryproject.org/
https://www.armoryproject.org/program#toolkit
https://www.armoryproject.org/program#toolkit


Visit www.armoryproject.org/



Questions & Discussion
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