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Overview



The history of the 
racial wealth gap

PART I



“The the absolute difference in 
wealth holdings between the 
median households among 
populations grouped by race or 
ethnicity.”
 

Definition of the racial wealth 
gap by Brandeis University



“The median net worth of white 
households ($171,000) is ten 
times the median net worth of 
Black households ($17,600) and 
eight times that of Latinx 

households ($20,700).”

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities



50 years of 
growing wealth 
inequality 
• Average wealth has increased over the 

past 50 years, but it has not grown 
equally for all groups. 

• Between 1963 and 2016, families near 
the bottom of the wealth distribution 
(those at the 10th percentile) went from 
having no wealth on average to being 
about $1,000 in debt,

• Those in the middle more than doubled 
their wealth,

• Families near the top (at the 90th 
percentile) saw their wealth increase 
fivefold.

• The wealth of those at the 99th 
percentile—in other words, those 
wealthier than 99 percent of all families
—grew sevenfold.

Oklahoma Department of Correc-
tions count of incarcerated and 

supervision populations











Impact on 
families
•  Currently, one in five Oklahoma 

children live in households with an 
income of $25,926 for a family of 
two adults and two children. 

• African-American children in 
Oklahoma are nearly six times more 
likely to live in concentrated poverty 
than white children.

• Latino children are more than four 
times as likely. While disparities for 
Black and Latino children are similar 
to national trends.

• American Indian kids in Oklahoma 
are two times more likely to live in 
concentrated poverty than white 
kids, compared to a national average 
of seven times as likely. 

Oklahoma Department of Correc-
tions count of incarcerated and 

supervision populations



Economic justice and 
courts 

PART 2



More than 
$630 million 
in court 
debt 
remains 
outstanding 
from 2012-
2018 alone.







10x
Justice-involved Oklahomans are 
10 times more likely to 
experience homelessness than 
the state average. 







Racial disparities 
worsened by 

COVID-19

PART 3



2x
The rate Black men died of 
COVID-19 is 2x higher than 
the rate of Covid-19 death 
among white men. 









Solutions
• Target ARPA relief funds at lowest income rural 

and urban zip codes.

• Increase access to education and workforce 
training programs.

• Create a statewide effort to reduce the number 
of Oklahomans experiencing food and housing 
insecurity.

• Adequately fund courts and end reliance on 
fines and fees. 
   

• End pretrial detention for low-level offenses. 



Thank you.

Damion Shade
dshade@okpolicy.org
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