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Noxious Weed Law 
Section 3-220 - Legislative Finding on Noxious Weeds

A. 1. The plants musk thistle (Carduus nutans L.), Scotch thistle (Onoprodum acanthium L.), and Canada thistle 
(Cirsium arvense) are designated as noxious weeds. The Legislature finds that these thistles are a public 
nuisance in all counties across this state. 

2. It shall be the duty of every landowner in each county to treat, control, or eradicate all Canada, musk, or 
Scotch thistles growing on the landowner's land every year as shall be sufficient to prevent these thistles from 
going to seed. 

3. The Department of Transportation, the boards of county commissioners, and any other public, private, or 
corporate entity who shall maintain rights-of-way in the State of Oklahoma shall be responsible for removing 
any thistle infestation that occurs within their jurisdiction. 

4. Failure of the landowner to treat, eradicate, or control all musk, Canada, or Scotch thistle may result in a fine 
not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each violation per day. 

5. Upon written complaint, the State Department of Agriculture shall inspect the type of thistle infestation, 
assess the nature and extent of the thistle infestation on the property of the landowner and determine the most 
appropriate thistle treatment, control, or eradication method available for the type of thistle and location of the 
property. 
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B. The Board shall: 

1. Promulgate rules setting categories or degrees of infestation which would require specified treatment, control, or 
eradication; 

2. Include musk, Scotch, and Canada thistles as prohibited noxious weed and weed seed pursuant to the Department's 
authority and responsibility under Article 8 of the Oklahoma Agricultural Code; 

3. By November 1, 2000, and annually thereafter prior to the growing season of musk, Scotch, and Canada thistles, complete 
an annual survey detailing the degree of infestation of these thistles across the state. The results of these surveys shall be 
reported to Oklahoma State University; and 

4. In all counties of this state, provide information to newspapers of general circulation stating that musk, Scotch, and 
Canada thistles are a public nuisance and that it is the duty of every public, private, or corporate landowner to treat, control, 
or eradicate these thistles growing on any property owned by the landowner. The information shall be provided at the 
beginning of the cycle of growth of the musk, Scotch, and Canada thistles and at other times as necessary to inform 
landowners of the provisions of this subsection. The information material shall also include: 

a. information detailing the process by which an interested landowner may receive assistance pursuant to this subsection for 
the removal of thistles from infested property, 

b. the telephone number of the Department, and 

c. a statement informing the landowner that failure to remove musk, Scotch, and Canada thistles may subject the landowner to 
legal action requiring the treatment, control, or eradication of these thistles. 

C. Upon request of the landowner or the Department, the designated Oklahoma State University extension agent for a 
particular county shall evaluate or, if there is no extension agent for a particular county, the Department shall inspect the type 
of thistle infestation, assess the nature and extent of the thistle infestation on the property of the landowner, and determine the 
most appropriate thistle treatment, control, or eradication method available for the type of thistle and location of the 
property. 



Noxious Weed Rule
35:30-34-1. Degrees of infestation  

The degrees of infestation that may require treatment, control, or 
eradication of musk, scotch, or Canada thistle shall be defined in the 
following terms:

(1)    Light - Less than two (2) plants per acre.

(2)    Medium - Two (2) to nine (9) plants per acre.

(3)    Severe - Ten (10) or more plants per acre.



Noxious Weed Procedures

1. All complaints must be on the Board approved complaint form
a. Must contain the full name and address of landowner
b. Complete legal description of property

2. First complaint
a. Send letter addressing landowners' responsibilities
b. Provide copies of thistle identification and control fact sheets
c. Provide a Thistle Management Plan Form
d. If the landowner does not believe they have noxious weeds on 

their property we will come out and identify thistles. Or they must;
e. Complete the Thistle Management Plan Form and send it to the 

Department within 7 days.  
3. Thistle Management Plan

a. Short term (14 days) management 
i. Cut down and bag all thistles present throughout the growing 

season
ii. Herbicide spray - include

1. Name of herbicide
2. Date of application
3. Name of commercial applicator or person who sprayed

b. Long term management – until under control 
i. Keep area maintained (mowed) to less than 6” year round
ii. Biological Control
iii.Spray in April or May and maintain spray records.

1. Name of herbicide
2. Date of application
3. Name of commercial applicator or person who sprayed

4. Second complaint (Stronger penalties)
a. Request records associated with Thistle Management Plan
b. Verify non-compliance



HOW TO FILE A 
NOXIOUS WEED 
COMPLAINT
• Visit ag.ok.gov   
• Consumer Protection 

Services



Consumer Protection Services
•Go to Plant Industry



Plant Industry
•Choose Read More



Plant Industry

•Select Noxious Weeds / Complaint Form
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 Complaint Notification Letter
 Noxious Weed Law
 Thistle Management Plan
 OSU Thistle Identification Fact Sheet

 https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/thistles-in-okla
homa-and-their-identification.html
 

 OSU Thistle Integrated Management 
Fact Sheet
 https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/integrated-ma

nagement-of-invasive-thistles-in-oklahoma.html
 

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/thistles-in-oklahoma-and-their-identification.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/thistles-in-oklahoma-and-their-identification.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/integrated-management-of-invasive-thistles-in-oklahoma.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/integrated-management-of-invasive-thistles-in-oklahoma.html




The Following Growing Season
• If an additional complaint is filed against the landowner, the following 

growing season an inspector will conduct an onsite field investigation 
to verify compliance or non-compliance.



What Are We Looking For During A 
Field Investigation?
• Evidence of whether the management plan is being followed

 Mowing / Mechanical Control
 Spraying
 Weevil
 Non-Compliance
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Biological Control Thistle Head Weevil



Head Weevil Larva 
Damage



FY-20 
Complaints
29 Total Complaints



FY-21 
Complaints
30 Total Complaints
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