THE COURT PROCESS
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Dispositional Hearing within 40 days of
adjudication — Court adopts treatment plan
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Permanency
Hearing —

6 months after
placing child in
out-of-home
placement &
every 6 months
thereafter & 30
days after
determination
that reasonable
efforts not
required [O.S.
7003-5.6d]

Review Hearings —
max. 6 months
progress on
treatment plan &
conditions; services,
return child; cor other
permanency plan
[O.S. 7003-5.6];
{Minimum of 3
months to correct
conditions that led
to adjudication)
[0.S. 7003-5.5(1)]

Adjudication Hearing (Initial
Appearance) [O.S. 7003-4.1] within
60 days of assuming custody
[O.S. 7003-2.4(D), 7003-4.5]

Petition Filed [O.S. 7003-3.1] within 5 judicial days of
taking custody [O.S. 7003-2.4(C.1)] up to 15 calendar
days if D.A. asks for it & Court grants for compelling

reasons [if abuse is “shocking & heinous”

— request for

immediate termination of parental rights {TPR)]

Right to

If conditions not corrected, set for another
review or file Motion for Termination of

Right to Jury Trial

Non-Jury ) |
{Bench) Trial when |mmed|_ate
TPR asked in
Petition

[O.S. 7003-3.81

Stipulation — admit facts

Non-jury Stipulation - not an admission
of facts, but if case was tried the State could

present sufficient evidence to merit
adjudication (comparable to nolo

contendere plea — important if criminal

charges are filed) [Not available in
Okiahoma County.]

~| Parental Rights [0.S. 7006-1.1] - D.A.
required to file Motion to TPR when child

A

out of home 15/22 months [C.S. 7003-4.7]
3 exceptions:
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If conditions corrected, child is
returned home & case
monitored by court for 6 months,
after which case is dismissed
& closed providing abuse has
not recccurred.

[O.8. 7003-5.5a}

1. Child being properly cared for by a
relative

2. DHS documented compelling reason
not to file TPR

3. DHS has not provided agreed services

Child's Atty may file Motion for TPR

[Q.8. 7003-3.11

Termination of Parental Rights Hearing

Voluntary
Termination

{Relinquishment)
of Parental Rights

TPR not granted
—return to Review
hearings or new

disposition

Jury Trial or
non-jury
{bench) trial
[C.S.7003-3.8]

TPR granted

Child transitions
to Permanent

Representation
continues until

case closes.




UUJ Be notified of and be given appropriate, ongoing education and continuing education
F O S I E R - and training to develop and enhance foster parenting skills;
PARENT'S




RIGHTS
CONTINUED

Receive, at any time during which a child is placed with the foster parent, additional or necessary
information that is relevant to the care of the child;

Be notified of scheduled review meetings, permanency planning meetings, family team meetings and
special staffing concerns for any foster child placed in the foster parent's home in order to actively
participate in the case planning and decision-making process regarding the child;

Provide input concerning the plan of services for the child and to have that input be given full
consideration in the same manner as information presented by any other professional on the team;

Communicate with other foster parents in order to share information regarding the foster child. In
particular, receive any information concerning the number of times a foster child has been moved
and the reasons why, and the names and telephone numbers of the previous foster parent if the
previous foster parent has authorized such release;

Communicate with other professionals who work with the foster child within the context of the team
including, but not limited to, therapists, physicians, and teachers;

Be given, in a timely and consistent manner, any information regarding the child and the child's
family which is pertinent to the care and needs of the child and to the making of a permanency plan
for the child. Disclosure of information shall be limited to that information which is authorized by the
provisions of Chapter VI of the Oklahoma Children's Code for foster parents;

Be given reasonable notice of any change in or addition to the services provided to the child
pursuant to the child's individual treatment and service plan;



RIGHTS
CONTINUED

Be notified by the applicable state agency in a timely and complete manner of all court
hearings, including notice of the date and time of any court hearing, the name of the judge
or hearing officer hearing the case, the location of the hearing, and the court docket number
of the case;

Be informed of decisions made by the court, the state agency or the child-placing agency
concerning the child;

Be considered as a preferred placement option when a foster child who was formerly placed
with the foster parent is to reenter foster care at the same level and type of care, if that
placement is consistent with the best interest of the child and other children in the home of
the foster parent;

Be provided a fair, timely, and impartial investigation of complaints concerning the
certification of the foster parent;

Be provided the opportunity to request and receive a fair and impartial hearing regarding
decisions that affect certification retention or placement of children in the home;

Be allowed the right to exercise parental substitute authority;
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Have timely access to the appeals process of the state
agency and child placement agency and the right to be free
from acts of harassment and retaliation by any other party
when exercising the right to appeal;

Be given the number of the statewide toll-free Foster
Parent Hotline;

File a grievance and be informed of the process for filing a
grievance; and

Receive a copy of the liability insurance policy the
Department of Human Services maintains for every
Department-contracted foster home placement.



COMMON COURT PROCEEDINGS OF WHICH
A FOSTER PARENT MAY BE A PARTY

COMPETING
OBJECTION TO ADOPTION

REMOVAL HEARING HEARING OR ‘BEST
INTEREST HEARING'




WHAT THE COURT CONSIDERS IN
AN OBJECTION TO REMOVAL
HEARING

* The court shall conduct an informal placement review
hearing within fifteen (15) judicial days on any objection
filed by a party, foster parent or group home pursuant to
this section. The court may order that the child remain in
or be returned to the home of the objecting foster parent
or group home if the court finds that the placement
decision of the Department or child-placing agency was

1. arbitrary,
2. inconsistent with the child's permanency plan or

3. not in the best interests of the child.




BEST INTEREST HEARING

* A.During any permanency hearing, if it is

determined by the court that a child should be
placed for adoption, the foster parent of the child
shall be considered eligible to adopt the child, if
the foster parent meets established eligibility
requirements pursuant to this section.

B. If the child has resided with a foster parent for
at least one (1) year, the court shall give great
weight to the foster parent in the adoption
consideration for the child unless there is an
existing loving emotional bond with a relative of
the child by blood or marriage who is willing, able,
and eligible to adopt the child.
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